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Introduction 
A rising number of complaints about boat safety in the vicinity of the 9P Bridge have been 
reported to SLPID board members this season. This area represents the center for boat activity 
since it is anchored by the State Boat Launch and supported by commercial docking for over 
700 boats. The area is a critical pinch point where boats from the marinas of Fish Creek and the 
State Boat Launch converge and move out into Saratoga Lake under the 9P Bridge where they 
encounter more boating activity generated from several other active marinas on the south side.  
 
The cause of the complaints and concern may be explained by recent expansions and other 
improvements at several nearby marinas. In addition, the State Boat Launch has realized an 
increase in usage reaching its maximum capacity on a regular basis throughout the 2020 
summer months. The number of kayaks and paddleboards has risen significantly which has 
resulted in congestion around the area of the 9P Bridge and a concern for safety going forward. 
 
To be responsive to this concern, SLPID is  investigating  the placement of the navigational 
channel at the 9P Bridge. Early in the year, with input from the Saratoga County Sheriff’s 
Department and Saratoga Rowing Association/Club, SLPID made some adjustments of the 
5mph buoy locations.  SLPID is further considering whether the navigational channel can be 
adjusted to permit and direct non-motorized boats into the two side channels when going 
under the bridge. 
 
To address these questions and provide a foundation of existing conditions, SLPID conducted a 
one day study that observed boat traffic in the region between Stafford’s Bridge and the 9P 
Bridge. On the same day as the lake wide annual boat count was being conducted (7/19/20), 
the drone company, Hand and Frame Creative, was hired to gather video and aerial 
photographs of the area over a half-hour period when boat traffic was at the highest level of 
the day. 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1NZq1ostE2q-4sjLa3ma7Agaf48Ljd-4z?usp=sharing  
 

Existing Conditions 

There are five marinas between the area of the 9P Bridge and Stafford’s Bridge. These marinas 

support docking for approximately 706 boats. Approximately 223 boats were out of their slips 

between 1:00 and 1:30pm. This represents that approximately 32% of all boats docked at 

marinas (assumes 100% slip occupancy at all five marinas) and can be assumed to be the 

maximum since it was a beautiful weekend summer day. 

 
Additional boats were generated at the State Boat Launch. According to the records of the 
SLPID boat stewards, there were a total of 222 boats checked in by the Stewards on July 19.  
These included 161 motorboats, 55 PWCSs, and 6 kayaks. This count did not include the 
estimated 25 boats that did not elect to stop at the boat inspection checkpoint.     

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1NZq1ostE2q-4sjLa3ma7Agaf48Ljd-4z?usp=sharing


The 2020 Annual Boat Count found a total of 527 boats were out on Saratoga Lake between  
1pm and 3pm. Based on the counts at the marinas and boat launch, approximately 89% of the 
boats on the lake were originated from the marinas and boat launch at the 9P Bridge and in 
Fish Creek (42% from marinas and 58% from the boat launch).  This calculation does not 
consider the boats from residential properties.  
 

SUMMARY OF MARINA DOCKS AND BOATS INFORMATION 

MARINAS # DOCKS, BOAT SLIPS, 

AMENTITIES 

# BOATS 

OUT 

% BOATS 

OUT ON 

LAKE 

# PARKING 

SPACES 

Saratoga Marina 
Dock Club 

9 dock complexes 

147 slips 

launch 

2 tour boats 

rental boats (future) 

54 37% 70+ 

Saratoga Lake 
State Boat 

Launch 

boat launch only 

boat inspection & wash 

station 

- - 59 trailers plus 

5 handicap, 10 

cars plus 2 

handicap cars 

Lee’s Park 
 

8 dock complexes 

192 slips 

1 launch with dock 

boat rentals, pontoon 

boat tour, hydro hover 

board, jet ski rental 

73 38% 65+ 

Point Breeze 
Marina 

7 dock complexes 

172 slips 

1 launch & gas dock 

Boat sales & rentals 

54 31% 53+ 

550 Waterfront 3 dock complexes 

96 slips (potential 

expansion to 139) 

restaurant 

boat rentals 

22 23% 141+ 

Fish Creek 

Marina 

 

7 dock complexes 

101 slips 

kayak rentals 

restaurant 

20 20% 52+ 

Notes: Assumes all marina dock spaces are rented. The number of boat slips and parking spaces 

at marinas are estimated based on aerial photos taken on July 19, 2020. 



Findings and Analysis 

The 2020 annual boat count had an increase of 185 boats representing a 54% increase over the 
2019 boat count. This significant increase could be explained by a combination of very warm 
and sunny weather, the pandemic, which has given some people more time for leisure activities 
with appropriate social distancing. The increase was also due to the availability of more kayaks 
and paddleboards rentals in the Fish Creek area.  
 
Congestion in the vicinity of the 9P Bridge is common during times of high boat activity on 
weekends. It is not unusual to have several boats in a holding pattern on the north side of the 
bridge with boats trying to launch and leave both the State Boat Launch and the Saratoga 
Marina launch. The area near and under the bridge is extremely limited and made more 
problematic by other motorized and non-motorized trying to pass under the bridge. 
 
One of the elements to consider for future seasons is the potential for a significant increase in 
the number of boats using Saratoga Lake at the same time. As noted in the above discussion, 
only 32% of the boats currently leasing slips at the five marinas observed were out on the day 
of the boat count. The number of boats remaining in commercial marina slips was 
approximately 483. This means there is the potential to nearly double (92% increase) the 
number of boats that were out on Saratoga Lake on the day of the 2019 boat count. Even a 
modest increase in the number of active boats on the lake would effectively decrease the 
carrying capacity of the lake and likely result in congestion and safety concerns.  
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