
From: noreply@civicplus.com 
Date: February 20, 2020 at 8:22:45 AM EST 
To: caconnolly@nycap.rr.com 
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Unified Development Ordinance Public Draft Comment Form 

 

COMMENTS ABOUT THE UDO PUBLIC DRAFT >> COMMENT PERIOD 
EXTENDED TO 2/21/20 << 
Thank you for submitting your comments. Your feedback will be forwarded to the 
City's Planning Department during the public review period of the UDO Draft 
released on 1/6/20. 

Name Cristina Connolly  

Email Address Caconnolly@nycap.rr.com  

Address 36 Stockholm road 

City Saratoga Springs 

Business, Organization, 
City Committee or Land 
Use Board 

Saratoga Lake Protection and Improvement District 

(Section Break) 

Article Number 3 

Comment Comment: The Rural Residential (RR) district includes the 

waterfront on Saratoga Lake. In the RR district, marinas are 

allowed by special use permit under Special Use Section 8.3VVV. 

Marinas are permitted with site planning requirements as it relates 

to buildings and outdoor uses. The site plan requirements however 

do not specifically address stormwaterfrom marina operations 

which are covered in the Sea Grant document, 

https://seagrant.sunysb.edu/cprocesses/pdfs/BMPsForMarinas.htm. 

This guidance document and similar versions that are at times in 

the toolbox section of the New York State Department of 

Environmental Conservation web site, need to be identifiedeither in 

the Special Use or as a part of Article 17 Stormwater. 

 

The layout and arrangement of docks is not covered in the Special 

Use requirements and is not covered as a general topic. The RR 
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district is found along significant portions of the Saratoga Lake, 

Lake Lonely, and the Kayaderosseras Creek. Keeping docks within 

side yard setbacks is an important safety requirement, since it 

provides space for safe navigation between docks on adjacent 

properties.  

 

Both the RR and the Suburban Residential districts are found on 

the lakefront, yet neither of these definitions identify these zones 

containing lakefront or front areas. These are the most common 

zoning districts along lakes and large streams.  

 

The Special Use requirements describe a landing as a gated dock. 

Is the intent that all docks or wharfs would be gated? Please clarify.  

 

The parking requirement is adequate under most circumstances. 

Additional Comments? YES 

Article Number of 
Additional Comment 

7 

Comment Saratoga Lake is not covered by Article 7.1 howeverstreams are 

extensively protected by this section. Better review criteria is 

needed during site plan review foreffective stormwater 

management review of all waterfront development including small 

lot development. Shoreline development on Lake Lonely and 

Saratoga Lake should be subject to oversight for stormwater issues 

by the City staff. Direct stormwater discharges should to be 

avoided.  

Additional Comments? YES 

Article Number of 
Additional Comment 

8 

Comment Article 8 and 21 

Comment: A definition for docks or wharfs is not provided in the 

draft Unified Development Ordinance. 

 

A useful definition from the Adirondack Park Agency (9CRR-NY 

570.3( j)) should be considered: “Dock” means a floating or fixed 

structure that extends horizontally (parallel with the water surface) 

into or over a lake, pond, or navigable river or stream from only that 

portion of the immediate shoreline or boathouse necessary to 

attach the floating or fixed structure to the shoreline or boathouse, ( 



2) is no more that eight feet in width; or in the case of 

interconnected structures intended to accommodate multiple water 

craft or other authorized use, each element of which is no more 

than eight feet in width,(3) is built or used for the purpose of 

securing and or loading/ or unloading watercraft and/ or swimming 

or water recreation. 

 

Whether an eight foot width is sufficient for crew rowing use should 

be evaluated prior to using the above definition. Docks would need 

to be allowed in the rear yard but need meet the side yard setbacks 

along their entire length( see 9.5A.4a).  

Additional Comments? YES 

Article Number of 
Additional Comment 

11 

Comment Comment: Table 11b Required Shade Tree Planning for the 

Waterfront Related Business (WRB) zone. No shade trees are 

required on-site or as a part of the tree belt. Shade trees are 

important in any land use and are useful along shorelines for 

screening or to support other marina amenities such as seating 

areas, or picnic tables and shoreline stabilization. Shade trees 

should be required as a part of the WRB development.  

General Comments Re: Saratoga Springs Unified Development Ordinance 

 

The Saratoga Lake Protection and Improvement District, at 

itsregularly scheduled meeting on February13, 2020, directed its 

technical consultants to prepare comments for submittal to the City 

of Saratoga Springs regarding the draft Unified Development 

Ordinance. The SLPID Board members have reviewed and 

commented on the attached document and request that the 

comments be entered into the record as being from SLPID.  

 

Work to date has been comprehensive and is working towards a 

set of rules that is consistent and useful for the community. It is a 

complex undertaking and, if specific points identified below are 

addressed in other sections of the document, many of theseissues 

will be fully resolved, or the linkage of the development rule can be 

further addressed. The comments on the following pages identify 

the articles and provides the comment which is the format found on 

the Unified Development Ordinance website.  

 



The SLPID Board appreciates this opportunity to comments and 

anticipates continued cooperation from the City of Saratoga Springs 

in the management of Saratoga Lake and water resources found in 

the community.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

   

 


